THE  GREAT  CROSS 

THIS  GREAT  CROSS  MARKS  THE  APPROXIMATE  SITE  WHERE  IN  1565 
THE  CROSS  OF  CHRISTIANITY  WAS  FIRST  PERMANENTLY  PLANTED 
IN  WHAT  IS  NOW  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

IT  IS  A  BEACON  OF  THE  FAITH  TO  REMIND  ALL  THOSE  WHO  PASS 
OR  ENTER  ST.  AUGUSTINE  ,BY  LAND  OR  BY  SEA,  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS 
BEGINNINGS  OF  OUR  NATION. 
THE  CROSS  WAS  ERECTED  BY  THE  5T.AUGUSTINE  FOUNDATION  AS 
CLIMAX  OF  THE  MISSION'S  400fli ANNIVERSARY  OBSERVANCES, 
5-1966. 

FATHER  LOPEZ, FIRST  PASTOR, DESCRIBED  THE  LANDING  AND  SETTLE- 
MENT HERE  ON  SEPTEMBER  8,1565: "AS  I  HAD  GONE  ASHORE  THE 
EVENING  BEFORE,  I  TOOK  A  CROSS  AND- WENT  TO  MEET  (CAPTAIN  - 
GENERAL  MENENDEZ), SINGING  THE  HYMN  'TE  DEUM  LAUDAMUS! 
THE  GENERAL,  FOLLOWED  BY  ALL  WHO  ACCOMPANIED  HIM  MARCHED 
UP  TO  THE  CROSS,  KNELT, AND  KISSED  IT.  A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  INDIANS 
WATCHED  THESE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  IMITATED  ALL  THEY  SAW  DONE." 


This  208-foot  Ftainless  steel  "Great  Cross"  at  fa- 
mous Mission  of  Nombre  de  Dios  in  St.  Augus- 
tine, Florida,  marks  the  place  where  Christianity 
began  in  the  United  States.  Nombre  de  Dios 
(Name  of  God)  was  founded  as  America's  first 
mission  by  Spanish  missionary  priests  in  1565. 
The  Great  Cross  was  erected  four  centuries 
afterward. 
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